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and Bullock, Howard Bury and Wollaston a .
week or so later prosecuted still further, pushing
on down the valley while the climbers went up it.
As they made their way down this Kama Valley
to its junction with the Arun Valley, just before the
river cuts its way clean through the Himalaya in
terrific gorges, they came, at 13,000 feet, into dense
forest of juniper, silver fir, mountain ash, willow,
birch and tall rhododendrons. And this only 15
miles from the base of Mount Everest and im-
mediately under the cliffs of Makalu. And the
forest grew in beauty. The junipers with a
girth of 20 feet rose to a height of 100 to 150 feet ;
magnolias, alders, sycamore and bamboos followed ;
and at scarcely 23 miles from the base of Mount
Everest the Kama River joined the Arun at only
7500 feet above sea-level.
To have discovered a valley of such varied
mountain, tree, and flower-beauty would alone
have been a distinction to any expedition. For
many a year it will be only a few who will ever
visit that secluded spot. But it will be a satis-
faction to man to know that hidden there at the
back of the Himalaya is a treasure for him to enjoy
in times to come ; and that it is one of those
treasures which can never be exhausted, but which
have the surprising quality that the more they are
drawn upon the more there is to draw.
There is indeed another valley which may rival
even this in mountain splendour. For it descends
to 12,000 feet just under IC2, the second highest